
Our Bible reading for today: 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 

“Goals” 

Success gurus will tell us to set goals.  That makes good sense.  Every marksman knows that if 

you don’t aim skillfully you will probably miss, maybe not only the bull’s-eye, but even the 

target.  School counsellors observe the dramatic difference in motivated and unmotivated 

students.  The difference is often defined in goals.  But how do you set goals? 

In the historical narrative of Joshua we find the words of a man who was motivated by self-

centered goals.  Notice his words: “When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from 

Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I 
coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the 
silver underneath."  So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it 
was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath.” (NIV Joshua 7:21-22)  “I saw.”  “I 

wanted.”  “I took.”  “I hid.” 

What did Achan take?  A beautiful robe from Babylon; in the ancient world robes were often 

used as a medium of exchange or as a symbol of one’s wealth.   200 shekels of silver; about 5 

pounds, in today’s market over $2000, but then 200 days’ wages for a laborer – maybe $15-

20,000.  A wedge of gold weighing 50 shekels; about 1¼ pounds, in today’s market over 

$26,000.  All that amounted to no small thing, but the size is irrelevant. 

I had a 6th grade teacher whose politically-minded parents named Harding Monroe.  When he 

gave us our first test, he treated us to a lecture.  He asked us, “What is your name and reputation 

worth? What price would you put on your honesty and integrity?”  Of course he was referring to 

cheating, which he said is selling your integrity for a better grade on a test.  He likened that to 

selling you name and reputation for a paltry penny, like the Biblical story of Esau selling his 

inheritance for a bowl of lintel soup. 

Now what Achan took was much more valuable, but paltry compared to the consequences.  But 

he saw, and wanted, and took, and hid.  It compares well to what we might hear often, “It was 

what I wanted.”  “It felt good.” “It seemed right.”  People will even say sometimes, “God led 

me.”  For Achan just imagine the edge he’d have in getting started in the new land.  How much 

better he’d be able to take care of his family!  But, of course, the result of Achan’s self-centered 

goals was personal disaster, and national disaster as well.  What we do affects us.  It affects our 

families.  It affects our whole church as well. It certainly affects our world too. 

Jesus is the best example of a man whose goal was to serve others rather than Himself.  He was 

motivated by love.  He lived and died for others.  What an example!  What a Savior! 
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